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PROLOGUE

The history of the Womelsdorf Family by Floyd Womelsdorf was
sent to me, William Norvell Womelsdorf, by my unhcle Flovd
February 12, 1988, mhile 1 was stationed in Paramaribo,
Suriname. This was because I, and my two sons, are the only
male descendants of George Robert and Mary Ann Womelsdor+'s
three children, and the last to to carry the name for their
branch of the family. 1 am the son, and only issue, of
William Ora and Clara Norvell komelsdor+f.

With the exception of this prologue, and the addition of the
notation at the bottom of each page, I have attempted to
provide a true copy of the entire history, including the

bibl iography, as written by my uncle Floyd. It is now stored
oh disk, and can be reproduced, added to, and up-dated at any
time,

This task was undertaken uwhen Edith L. Womelsdorf, William
Ora's second wife, requested a copy of the original. She has
maintained a close relationship with the children of George
Robert and Mary Annh lWiomelsdor+'s children, uncle Floyd's and
aunt Gertrude's families. as well as corresponding with me.

Edith's request was made after she received a meeting notice
of the Womelsdorf Family Association's 17th Annual Reunion in
Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania, August 1-3, 1986.

1 found the labor of copying to be interesting and enjovable.
Certainly, Uncle Flovyd's time and effort spent to preserve
the family history deserves a better end than resting
peacefully in a seldom visited file.
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FOREWORDO

The compiler of this family history, John
Floyd Womelsdorf, became interested in the Womels -
dorf¥ family when he went from Columbus, Ohio, to
Gallia County, Ohio, to visit some of his father's
relatives. At that time he was only 168 years old.
The older relatives stated that the family were
pioneers in Ohio, and were well Knouwn in the colo-
nial history of our country.

The author joined the navy, and in March of
1918, he visited Gravesend, a port of London ,
England. MWhile there, a Union Castle Liner arrived
from South Africa. That merninmg, a Count Daniel
Frederick von Womelsdorf was found murdered in one
of the ship's statercoms. This neus aroused the
author's further interest and caused him to wonder
if both he and the Count descended from common
ancestors.

At the end of his naval service he again visit-
ed Ballia County. He was told that many of his
ancestors were buried at Mt. Zion Cemetery, a short
distance from Gallipolis, Ghio. He visited this
cemetery, finding the headstones that traced his family
back toc Mary Warren Womelsdorf, wife of Daniel
Womelsdorf, Daniel was buried at Mossy CreekK Meet-
ing House, Harrisonburg, ¥irginia, in 1884. Three
of their sons were also buried at Mt. Zion, and
all had been born in BerkKs County, Pennsylvania.
The author then visited Mossy CreekK Meeting House
Cemetery and found that Daniel had been born in
Amityville, Berks County, Pennsylvania.

He then contacted remote relatives in Pennh-
sylvania and was told at Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania,
that there were several Womelsdorf family histories
in existence. He subsequently found two., onhe cwned
by Carl Womelsdorf of Cartersville, Georia, and the
other by Havden Wemelsdorf of Minneapolis.

These histories, combined with the author's
research, form this booKlet. They have been sub-
stantiated by the references listed in the back.
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Baron Peter Heinrich Yon lWomelsdorf<1576 - 1648)

Peter was born near Hohenems, Algauer Alps, Aus-
trian Tvrol. At the begining of the Thirty Years uWar
he asked for and was granted asylum in Holland
for his family and for himself. He arrived in Amsterdam
in late 162@8. He umas quite wealthy., and later became
a stockholder im the Dutch West India Company. The
patroon system was controlled by the company for the
purpose of colonizing New Netherlands {Neu York.)

Peter Havden VYon Womelsdorf{i601 - 1673)
wife
Katje VYan Rensselaer(16884 - 1671)

Peter Hayvden was born in the same area of Austria
as his father. He married Katje in Amsterdam in 1624
Katje was the sister of Killian Yan Rensselaer. Peter.,
his wife and family came to New Netherlands in 1642.
He was the director of the Killian Van Rensselaer
Patroon. This patroon was adjacent to the later Living-
ston Manor.

Daniel Killian Yon lomelsdorf {1626 - 16897
wife
Rachael Yan Der Poot

Daniel, son of Peter Hayden, was born in Amster-
dam and came to America with his father and mother in
1642. He married Rachael, daughter of Piet Yan Der Poot,
at Rensselaerwick, New Netherlands. His father-in-
law operated an iron forge and smelter in what is nou
Morristown, New Jersey. The Dutch claimed all of New
Jersey at that time. Piet died in 168539, so Daniel

became the owner of the two forges and a master smelter
ocperator.

John FrederickK Womelsdorf{1655 - 1736)
wife
Elizabeth Livingston<1657 - 1748)

John, son of Daniel, was born at Rensselaerwick,
New Netherlands. He attended Kings College, how Colum-
bia University. He studied navigation there and subse-
quently became a ship'’'s master along with his duties
as smelter, forger, and operator of a grist mill. He
frequently visited relatives and friends in Albany.,
New YorkK, where he met Elizabeth Livingston. She was the
daughter of John Livingstonh, a refugee Presbyterian
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minister who, with his daughter and son Robert, had
migrated to America from Amsterdam, Holland. Robert
had been granted the Livingston Manor by Governor
Thomas Dorgan of New YorkK. Elizabeth came to Albany
with her brother and married John in 16¥8. The
British had taken over Neuw Netherlands and named it
New York., Joehn was famous in the colonial days of
Mew York, MNew Jersey and later Pennsylvania. He brought
numerous colonists from England and Holland and a
little later several shiploads of germans from the
Palatinate district toc this country. He gave up
navigation in 1725. While living in Trenton he op-
erated forges at Morristown and Trenton.

Earlier, in one of John's shiploads of Germans,
uhose passages were arranged by Queen fAnne, had
included the John Conrad Weiser family. They umere
brought to Neuw York City and sent up the Hudson river
to Livingston Manor. A son, Conrad, later became
famous in colonial history as an interpreter and mess-
engetr betueen the colonists and the Indians during the
French and Indian wars.

Many of the Germans aboard this ship were artisans
in =zeveral trades. John acquired a lease-hold
from William Penn Il of 280 acres in what is now
Amity Township, Berks County, When he built a forge,
parer-makKking plant and grist mill on this site he
used sewveral of the German artisans to man his plants.

Daniel Womelsdorf<i682 - 1764)
wife
Elizabeth Wayne{1885 -1767)

Daniel was born at Trenton, New Jersey. He also
attended Kings College. He married Elizabeth Wayne,
daughter of John Wayne from what is now MWaynesboro,
Pennsylvania. They uere married in Christ Church,
Philadelphia in 1784. Elizabeth was the great aunt
of (Mad Anthony? Wayne, a hero of the Revolution and
the War of 1812. Daniel operated the forge at Trenton
and in 1711 moved to Amityville, Pennsylvania, to take
charge of his father's neuwer operations there. He
became a naturalized citizen of the Commonuwealth of
Pennsylvania in 1747. He was a great friend of
Conrad Weiser, and it was his suggestion that Conrad
and his friends at Schochary, New YorkKk should move to
the TulpehocKen district of Pennsylwvania, which is
now Womelsdor+,
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John Womelsdorf<1785 - 1737>
nwife
Mary Meade 1783 - 1777

John and Mary were married at the age of 18 in
1723. Mary was the daughter of Samuel Meade, a recent
immigrant to Pennsylvania. John uwas badly wounded
in an Indian sKirmish in 1724, the vear his only son,
John, was born. He died as a result of these injuries
in 1737.

John Womelsdorf<{1724 - 1785
wife
Anna Eva Weiser{1729 - 1732)

John was raised by his grandparents, Daniel and
Elizabeth. He attended New Jersey College at Newark,
which later moved to Princeton and became Princeton
University. He married Anha Eva Weiser, daughter of
Philip and grandaughter of Conrad Weiser. Johh was in
the French and Indian War. He ocuned land in the Tul
pehocken community of BerKs County. This community,
called Middlestown, was on some of his and his wife's
grandfather, Conrad Weiser’'s land. John planned this
settlement as a townsite which became Womelsdorf,
Pennsylvania in 1762. He had a forge at Womelsdor+ and
made, amohg other things, the Kentucky long rifle.

Daniel Womelsdorf(<175t - 1864)
wife
Mary Warren(17v55 - 1814>

Captain Daniel, son of John, was born in Amityville,
Pennsylvania. He attended what is nouw the University
of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia. He had a first
cous in, Reverend Peter Muhlenberg, who had accepted
a pastorale at Woodstock, Yirginia. Both Daniel and
Peter uwere great-grandsons of Conrad Weiser. Daniel
visited Peter at Woodstock frequently; there he met
Mary Warren of Front Royal, Virginia. They uere
married in Front Royal in 17747 the ceremony uas per-
formed by Peter. They lived in Amityville where Daniel

workKed for his father and operated the forge at Wom-
elsdorf.

Daniel and Mary had eleven children. In 1776
Daniel fought in the Revolutionary lWlar. He joined as
a second lieutenant, and by 1778 was a captain. He
was in several battles, among them the Battles of
Trenton, Monmouth, and Brandyvwine Forge. (His cousin
Peter joined the Eighth ¥irginia Regiment, was appoin-
ad a colonhel and rose to the rank of Major General.)
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In 1793, Daniel moved to Augusta County, Virginia,
where his wife had inherited some property. In 1795 he
applied for, as a uwar bounty, a section of land in the
Ohio Territory of the Northuest Territory. He uwas granted
a sectioh in what is now Gallia County, Ohio, and ob-
tained a patent for it. Because of the abundance of
Continental Currency, Daniel was able to buy encugh
at a discaunt to purchase four more sections adjacent
to his at $1.580 per acre.

When the patents for the Ohio properties uwere
issued, they uwere mistakKenly issued under the names
of Womeldorff so the families used that name and the
hame of Womeldorf.

Daniel moved three of his negro slave families
to Ohioc to homestead his land. They built a home for
Daniel at the foot of Mt. Zion Hill, three mile north
of Gallipolis. The slaves uere freed after the home
was completed. The family legend is that George
Washington gave Daniel some seeds from an American
Coffee Tree on his Mount VYernon Estate. At any rate.,
there is an aged coffee tree on the site of the old
home. Daniel never lived in his Ohioc home, he con-
tracted Pneumonia and died in 1884. He is buried
at Mossy CreekK Meeting House.

Their son Michael moved to Chic in 1882 to
supervise the properties there. His mother, sisters
Eleanor and Sarah, and brother George moved to Ohio
in 1804. His brother Daniel moved to Ohio in 1814.
The mother was the first member of the family to be
buried in Ohio. All are buried in the Mt. Zion Cemetery.
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At this point in the family chronoclogy, it is
hecssary to bring in the family of John Waddell
and his descendants. John was born in Glasgou,
Scotland, about 1702. He married about 1726 and a
son, Alexander, was born in Glasgow in February 1732.
In 1735 John and his family moved to Ulster, Ireland,
where another son, James, was born in 1732. There
were other brothers and sisters but we are concerned
with Alexander and James. In 1746, the family mi
grated to America, arriving in Baltimore, Maryland,
and moving in 1747 to what is now Bath County,
Virginia.

Alexander was a great friend of Daniel Boone.
He became a trapper, trail blazer and guide. He
was with Daniel on several exploration +trips to
Kentucky and OChioc. He and Boone uere with the
Virginia Militia under George Washington when this
militia, under General BraddockK of the British Army,
attacked Fort Duquesne (Pittsburgh? in 1735. They
uere badly defeated, and BraddocK was Killed. Wash-
ington, Boone and Waddell escaped.

Alexander did not marry until he was 37. He
married 17 year old Eleanor Roush of Bath County in
1768. He was in uhat some historians claim to be
the first battle of the Revolution, the battle of
Pt. Pleasant, VYirginia (nou West ¥Yirginial). He
was also in the Army of Yirginia and was in the bat-
tle of YorKtowun at Cornuallis' surrender to Washing-
ton. Alexander lived to be 182 vears old.

The daughter of Alexander's son, William,
married our ancestor Michael, son of Daniel Womels-
dorf. Alexander's son, John, married Sarah Womelsdorf,
sister of Michael. Sarah lived to be 89.

James , Alexander's brother, had his arm injured
in an accident when he was ten. The arm healed but
was left crooked. He attended the Wirginia Academy
at Lexington ¢(now Washington and Lee University)
and studied for the ministry at William and Mary
College, Williamsburg, Virginia. He married Mary
Gordoh , daughter of John Gordon of Gordonsville,
Virginia. He obtained leave from his church and
fought with the Army of Virginia. Later, he was
an instructor at the Wirginia Academy and uas
instrumental among others in creating a university
out of the school.

James ' great-grandaughter, Sarah, married
William Waddell Womeldorf, one of Michael's sons.
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WADDELL CHROMOLOGY

John Waddell 1782 -

Son's!t

Alexander Waddell 1732 - 1834
Eileancor Roush 1752 - 1827

Rev. James laddell 1737 - 1888
Mary Gordon 1752 - 1819

Alexander 's Descendants

William Waddell 1773 - 18358
Mary Ross*® 1773 - 1837
John kaddell 1783 - 1838
Sarah lWomelzdor+f 1787 - 1886

ODaughter of William and Mary

Jennette lWaddell 1796 - 1856
Michael Womelsdor+ 1784 - 12865

James Descendants

James Waddell 1774 - 1848
Sally Grimes i77e - 1815

Son of James,I1

John Waddell 1794 - 1875
Lucinda Armstrong 1863 - 138832

Daughter of John

Sarabh Waddell 1827 -
William W. Womelsdor+ 1815 - 1875

#Mary Ross was the daughter of John and Elizabeth
(Betsy) Griscom Ross. Her mother was the same Betsy

who had contracted toc makKe the United States'
first flag
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Michael Womelsdor$<¢1784 - 1865)
wife
Jeanette Waddell {1786 - 1856

Michael attended Virginia Academy at Lexington.,
Virginia until the age of 18. At this time, He
moved to Ohioc to supervise his father's properties.
He married 17 vear old Jeanette Waddell, daughter
of William Waddell, in 1814 at Mt. Z2ion Church,
Gallia County, Ohio. At the age of 23 he uHas a mem-
ber of the Ohic Legislature. He uwas a sergeant
in the War of 1812. Michael inherited and accumu-
lated extensive property. He uwas a farmer, brick
and tile manufacturer, breeder of race horses, and
ouwned two Ohioc River steam packKets. He left his
four sons each a section of land, and his daughter
a half section. All uwere improved by large brick
homes .

William Waddell Womeldor+f{(1815 - 1873)
wife
Sarah A. Waddell {1827 - 1883

William attended the Gallipolis Academy at
Gallioplis, Ohioc. At the age of 31, he married
18 vear old Sarah Waddell. He was a captain of
the 6th Ohio Yolunteer Infantry during the Civil
War . In 1852, he and his brothers, Francis, David,
and James, contracted to build a section of the
CHY & T Railroad <(now the C & 0) from Gallipolis
to Vinton, Ohio. They had heavy financial losses
because the section of the track south of VYinton re-
peatedly sank in the swamps.

George Robert lWomeldorff<18680 - 1835)
wife
Mary Ann Shadrach (18687 -1953)

Robert attended the Gallipolis Academy, Rio
Grande College at Rio Grande, Ohioc, and Yan Svcle's
Business College at Springfield, Ohio. In 1883
he married Mary Ann, 16 vear old daughter of John
Henry Shadrach. At the time of Mayme's marriage,
Mr-. Shadrach had a farm adjacent to Robert's
mother 's farm. He was formerly an iron furnace
workKer and part-ouner of the BucKeyve Furnace at
BucKeye, Ohio. Robert was a traveling passenger
agent of the C & 0 R. R. at Huntington, West Vir-
ginia. Later he operated a general store at Bla-
densberg, Chio. He alsoc cured and foruarded leaf

ie
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+obacco and shipped livestockK to the markets in
Cincinnati and Pittsburgh. He died in 18895 at
the age of 35, leaving a widouw, two sons, and a
daughter.

Mary Ann and her children moved to her parent's
farm. Later she moved with her children to Columbus.,
Ohio, to better their education. Robert is buried
in Mt. Zion Cemetery, Gallia County, Ohio. Mary
finnh died in Jackson, Ohio, at the age of 86. She is
buried there.

Mary Ann was the grandaughter of Eben and
Mary Ann Williams, formerly of Utica, New York.
The Williams and their six children Thomas, Laura,
William, Everett, Elizabeth, and Mary Ann uent
in their canal boat throush the Erie Canal to Lake
Erie and Cleweland, Ohioc. They then followed the
Ohic and Erie canal to Portsmouth, Ohio, wmhere they
remained for the winter. That uwinter, Thomas,
Laura, and Mary Ann uwere married; Thomas to Ann Selby,
Laura to Lottt Davies, and Mary Ann toc John H. Shadrach.
All three remained in Ohio. In the spring of 18352
the rest of the family went on to California. They
took their canal boat down the Ohio, up the Missi-
ssippi and the Missouri Rivers to Independence, Miss-
ouri and then they continued by covered wagon to
Yreka, California, where they settled. We are decend-
ants of Eben and Mary Ann Williams. Floyd Womelsdorf's
wife, Margaret is alsoc a descendant. Her maternal
grandmother was Laura William Davies.

Children of George Robert and Mary Ann Womeldorf+f
{All resumed the old name, Womelsdorf, in 19602)

William Ora Womelsdor+<1885 - 1957>
wife
Clara Davis NMorwell (18839 - )

William graduated from Morth High School in
Columbus, Ohio. Later he tooK a course in archi-

tectural engineering through the International Cor-
respondence School of Scranton, Pennsylvania.
Although he =studied this, he became a traveling
salesman for the Sowers Leach Lumber Company of
Columbus. He then became salesmanager of the
Manchester Lumber Company of Manchester, Alabama.
In 1918 he married Clara, daughter of Judge Peyton
Norvell of Jasper, Alabama. He moved to Detroit
and went intoc business for himself. He later
married Edith Tyler of Toronto, Canada. He re-
mained a lumberman until 1854, when he retired

and moved to Mitchell's Bay, Ontario, Canada. He
died in a hospital at Wallaceburg, Canada, in June
1857.

11
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He was a Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Engineers, World
War 1.

John Floyd Womelsdor+f¢ - b]
wife
Margaret Davies Morgang - b]

Floyd also graduated frem North High School at
Columbus. He then joined the U. S. Navy and even-
tually became a Warrant Officer. in 1911, he
resigned from the service and went to Manchester,
Alabama, to learn the lumber business. He Jjoined
the same firm of which his brother Bill was a sales
manager. With the exception of services in World War I,
in which he was a Lieutenant in the Navy, he has been
a lumberman ever since. He married Margaret,
daughter of Griffith S. Morgan, former sheriff of Jack-
son County, Ohio, and grandaughter of Lottt Davies, A
former Representative of the Ohio Legislature.

Mary Gertrude Womelsdorf( - ?
husband
Walter Ashtoen Ridenour ¢ - b]

Gertrude completed her education at Phelps
School for Girls in Columbus, Ohioc. She married
Walter in JacKson, Ohio, in 18918. Walter uwas a
graduate of Ohio State University. He owned a hard-
ware and farm machinery store in JacKson. Later ,

he became Mayor of JackKsonh, serving one term, he then
retired

i2
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CHILDREN OF DANIEL AND MARY WOMELSDORF

Peter 1775
wife

Edith Spencer

Phillip 1776

Conrad 1777

Mary 1778
husband

Robert McCormick

Frederick 1786
wife
Nancy ElKins

Hannah 1781
Eleanor 1783
husband

David Ridgeuay

Michael
wife

1784

Jeanette laddell

1787
husband
John lladdell

Sarah

Daniel 1788
wives
Eva Mover

Sarah Bing

George 1788
wife

Martha Mills

Lawyer and merchant, move uwith
family to Ya., returned to Pa. the
following vear to enter University
of Pennsvylvania, U. 8. Senator
from Pennsylvanhia.

Died at age 135

Moved to VYa., studied for the
ministry, later moved to North
Carolina

Moved to Wa., mother of Cyrus
McCormick

Moved to Ya., was a mine operator
founded hamlet of Womelsdorf, nou
in Randolph County, West VYa.

Married Amos, a bankKer in Pitts-
burgh, grandparents of Andrew Mellen

Marr ied David at Gallipolis, Ohio.,
David was a merchant

Moved to Gallia Co., Ohio, he

was a farmer, brick and tile manu-
facturer and ouwner of two Ohio
River steam pacKets, Sergeant in
lWar of 1812, member Ohioc legis-
lature 1367

Married John from Ya., she 1lived
to be 99, Michael's wife and Sarah's
husband uwere brother and sister

Educated at what is now Lehigh Univ.,
married Eva and returned to Va. to
mahage his father's property. When
she died he married Sarah. They

went to Berks Co., Pa. He was

a Colonel in the War of 1812, moved
to Gallia Co., Ohio

He was a farmer and moved to Chio
from Ya.

13
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CHILDREN OF MICHAEL AND JEANETTE WOMELSDORF

William W.
wife
Sarah Waddell

1815

Francis W. 1817
wife
Cynthia McCloud

Bavid WM. 182a
wife

Jane Kerr

James A. 1825

Ann Mossman
Jane 1828
husband
John McCormick

Married a grandniece of his mother .,
farmer and dealer of horses, Captain
with the 6th Ohio Yolunteer Infantry
in the Civil War. He and his brothers
invested and lost on contract build-
ing CHY & T R.R.¢now C & 0>

Francis was a merchant and farmer.,
ouned harduware and feed store in
Gallipolis, Ohio, later moved to
ancestral home which burned in 1963

Merchant and manhufacturer of brick

and tile, Civil lar WYeteran

Farmer , County Commiss ioner and
Sheriff, Major during Civil War

School teacher who later married a
farmer

14
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CHILDREM OF WILLIAM W. AND SARAH WADDELL WOMELDORFF

Jane Elizabeth 1848
husband
Hunter Carter

Lydia Lucinda 1852
husband
Edione Campbell

Jeanette Sybil 1854
husband
Safford Carter

John M. 18586
wife

Sarah Gates

William G. 1858
wife

Mary Morgan

Geor-ge Robert 1866
wife
Mary Ann Shadrach

Nancy Anhe 1863
husband
John E. Shadrach

Her husband operated a wholesale
hardware business in Huntington,
West Ya., when he retired they
moved to Gallipolis

She was a registered nurse, her
husband was a farmer and operator
of a gravel pit out of Gallipolis

Her husband was a farmer and
itinerant preacher

Station agent for the CHY & T
R.R. at ¥Yinton and farmer, he
reassumed the name Womelsdorf
in 1962

He was a prosperous farmer, uas
Killed when a team of horses
ran awmay with him

Attended Rio Grande College and
Yan Sycle's Business College; he
was a traveling salesman and
operated a general store at
Bladensburg, Ohio, shipped

cured tobacco and livestock to
Pittsburgh and Cincinnati on
Ohio River steam pacKets

Her husband was the brother of
Mary Ann, he was a drayman before
he became a superintendent of
construction for the Kenia Gas
and Electric Company of Xenia,
Ohioc. He was Killed in a con-
struction accident

15
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